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Dr. Ned Kalin, chair of the Department of Psychiatry at the University of Wisconsin–Madison, 
has dedicated his career to decreasing the suffering of patients with psychiatric diseases. 
Alongside treating people, he has led research aimed at understanding how and why they 
develop problems like anxiety and depressive disorders. Those psychiatric illnesses cause 
millions of people in the United States immeasurable disability and suffering, sometimes leading 
to suicide. 
 
One part of Dr. Kalin’s recent research examines the difference in brain function and structure in 
monkeys that serve as a model for the way human children develop anxiety disorders. 
Understanding those causes could help develop new treatments for people. The study drew 
attention for its original plan to separate some infant monkeys from their mothers and raise them 
together with other young monkeys in the attentive care of expert human staff. This method was 
expected to make the monkeys more likely to develop mild anxiety issues. 
 
But a pilot study of young monkeys who were previously separated from their mothers for 
veterinary care reasons — some young monkey mothers do reject or neglect their infants — did 
not find those monkeys to be more vulnerable to anxiety. So Dr. Kalin and his colleagues 
decided not to separate infants from mothers, and to move ahead with a study of the natural 
range of individual differences in the development of anxiety. 
 
Below is the plan — called a protocol — for this particular study approved by the UW–Madison 
animal care and use committee charged with reviewing this study. Animal care and use 
committees are required by federal law to ensure the ethical and humane treatment of research 
animals, and studies subject to their oversight cannot go forward without committee approval. 
 
Dr. Kalin’s protocol was originally approved in 2014. He resubmitted the protocol in November 
of 2015 with amendments reflecting the changes prompted by the pilot study. In the version 
below, which was approved by an animal care and use committee in January of 2016, those 
changes are represented by passages crossed out and added in bold type. Black boxes in the 
document cover personal and security information redacted in order to protect the privacy and 
safety of staff and students, and the security of individuals and university research and property. 
 
For more information on this study and other animal research at UW–Madison, visit 
animalresearch.wisc.edu. 
 











                
           

                 
               

                 
                

              
                

              
                 

                 
             

                 
                       

                    
               
               

            
                  

              
           

                 
                    

                  
                
             

                 
                  
                   

                
                   

               
                    

               
              

                    
             

                 
                 

                    
                

             
                

                 
                    
                 

                  
                 

                 
                

                 
              

                  
                         

  

 











     
                 

                 

  

                 
                  

               
                 

              
                

               
                   

            

                

                   
                 

                
              

 
  

                  
                 
              

             
                  

     

               
                  

         

          

              
            

     
  

     
     

      
      

      
      

     

        
     
     
    

    
     
     

     
     

                
                

  
 



                  
                  

                  
                 

               
                 

                
                  

                   
           

       
       
  

               
                    

                
     

           
   

    
  

  
  
  
  

    
   

   
   

 
       

                   
        

                    
        

                  
               

            
              

               
               

            

                
   

     
     
         
     

 







                 
                    

                  
                  

                     
                 

                
                

                 
                  

                   
                  

      

                 
                     

                     
                   

                    
                  

           

                  
                

                
                    

                     
                     

                  

                   
                       

                 
                  

                   
                    

            

                 
                  

    

                    
                    

              

          

                    
                  

                
              

                  
                

                
                  

 





  

            
                

                   
                

               

   
                     

                      
                   

                 
                  

               
                 

                  
               

                    
                  

                 
                   

                 
                   

                 
                  

                    
                      

                   
                   

         

         
                     

                   
                  

                   
                  

                  
                 

                 
                 
               

                
                
                
                

                    
                     

           

    
                

                   
                 
                 

                  
                 

                  
                

 
























